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YOUR DONATION BENEFITS THE VENDORS. 
PLEASE BUY ONLY FROM BADGED VENDORS. 


2D JANUARY 27, 2028 | VOLUME 14 | ISSUE 


Are you really listening? Street paper WHITE 
vendors engage in everyday acts of PAGE 3 
communication. Page 7 
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trom the DIREC TOR's DESK: clearing up misconceptions 


Vendor Appreciation Week spans 
February 6-12 this year. Vendor Week 
is the seven days we reserve each year 
to celebrate Groundcover News ven- 
dors and all they do in the commu- 
nity. This edition you are reading now 
is the Vendor Appreciation Week 
issue, which we fill with vendor voices 
and messages that affirm the work of 
selling Groundcover News. 

We receive complaints every now 
and then at the Groundcover office. 
We typically do not publish them, 
unless they are specifically submitted 
as Letters to the Editor, in which case 
we are obliged to publish. Still, some 
complaints rise to the level of necessi- 
tating a response. The following mes- 
sage is a complaint that was filed to the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office in 
October, 2022. 

“Groundcover news is parading as a 


nonprofit foundation in Ann Arbor 
Michigan established to assist homeless 
people in the community [to] get their 
act together and get back into society 


rehabilitated. These individuals who 


LINDSAY CALKA 
Managing Director 


ground cover is providing vendor 
licenses are not at all homeless or in 
need of rehabilitation. These men and 
women are regular people who are 
using these licenses to steal money from 
unexpecting hard working people. 
Their pitch is usually, ‘can you buy a 
newspaper to help support the home- 
less of the community? 100 percent of 
the process [sic] are given to those who 
are in need.’ This is in fact a lie. These 
individuals are pocketing 100% of all 
monies collected. Some of these indi- 
viduals are making over a thousand 
dollars a day via cash another torrent 


Venmo sales and cash app or square 
sales which go directly to their per- 
sonal bank accounts. The people run- 
ning ground cover know of these but 
continue to support This behavior 
because these fraudsters are keeping 
their organization valid and afloat. 
Most of these homeless vendors are 
making anywhere from 5 to 10000 a 
week. This terrible theft needs to stop 
immediately. The organization is 
stealing from the innocent. Please look 
into this immediately and stop this 
crime.” 

I'll admit, it's not a great Vendor 
Appreciation Week message. Although 
it is upsetting to read, I wanted to put 
it out into the world in order to correct 
the false accusations and grand mis- 
understandings, and to open a conver- 
sation about Groundcover News. 

“Groundcover news is parading as a 
nonprofit foundation in Ann Arbor 
Michigan established to assist homeless 
people in the community get their act 
together and get back into society reha- 
bilitated.” False. Groundcover News is 


a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that 
was founded in April 2010 as a means 
to empower low-income persons to 
make the transitions from homeless to 
housed, and from jobless to employed. 
We recognize these people as mem- 
bers of the community (and society) 
already, not people needing to be 
brought into society. 

“These individuals who ground cover 
is providing vendor licenses are not at 
all homeless or in need of rehabilita- 
tion.” True. Not all Groundcover ven- 
dors are experiencing homelessness. 
The only qualification is self-identified 
experience with homelessness and 
poverty. This means vendors can be 
years out of homelessness, looking to 
fill in the gaps in their income by sell- 
ing the paper. Vendors can be actively 
experiencing homelessness, or, never 
experienced homelessness at all — 
just seeking low-barrier employment 
to avoid homelessness. Successfully 
selling Groundcover can make it 
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GROUNDCOVER NEW 


Groundcover News, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, was founded in April 
2010 as a means to empower low- 
income persons to make the 
transitions from homeless to housed, 
and from jobless to employed. 

Vendors purchase each copy of our 
regular editions of Groundcover 
News at our office for 50 cents. This 
money goes towards production 
costs. Vendors work selling the paper 
on the street for $2, keeping all 
income and tips from each sale. 

Street papers like Groundcover 
News exist in cities all over the United 
States, as well as in more than 40 
other countries, in an effort to raise 
awareness of the plight of homeless 
people and combat the increase in 
poverty. Our paper is a proud member 
of the International Network of Street 
Papers. 


STAFF 
Lindsay Calka— publisher 
Cynthia Price — editor 


Jim Clark — vendor manager 


ISSUE CONTRIBUTORS 
Teresa Basham 
Elizabeth Bauman 
Susan Beckett 
Beverly Boss 

La Shawn Carlisle 
Cindy Gere 
Alexandra Granberg 
billy hill 

Mike Jones 

Cynthia Price 

Jo Reddit 

Ken Parks 


GROUNDCOVER NEWS ADVERTISING RATES 


Size Black/White 
1/8 $110.00 
1/6 $145.00 
1/4 $200.00 
We $375.00 


full page $650.00 


Color Dimensions (W x H in inches) 
$150.00 5X3 0r2.5 X65 

$200.00 a4 

$265.00 BX 6-25 

$500.00 BK 13 OF 10:25: X46 5 
$900.00 10259613 


VOLUNTEERS 
Jessi Averill 

Luiza Duarte Caetano 
Glenn Gates 
Alexandra Granberg 
Robert Klingler 

Mira Simonton-Chao 
Mary Wisgerhof 

Max Wisgerhof 
Claude Van Valkenburg 
Navya Yagalla 


PROOFREADERS 
Susan Beckett 

Elliot Cubit 

Alexandra Granberg 
Zachary Dortzbach 
Jesse Owen 

Anabel Sicko 

Sandy Smith 

Erin Trame 


CREATING OPPORTUNITY ANDA 
VOICE FOR LOW-INCOME PEOPLE WHILE TAKING 
ACTION TO END HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY. 


CONTACT US 


Story and photo submissions: 
submissions@groundcovernews.com 


Advertising and partnerships: 
contact@groundcovernews.com 


Office: 423 S. 4th Ave., Ann Arbor 
Mon-Sat, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 


Phone: 734-263-2098 


@groundcovernews 
@ @groundcover 


DONATE, 
PITCH A STORY 
+LEARN MORE 


www.groundcovernews.org 
linktr.ee/groundcovernews 


PACKAGE PRICING 


Three Months/Six Issues: 15% off 


Six Months/Twelve Issues: 25% off 
Full Year/Twenty-four Issues: 35% off 


Only run for two weeks/one issue: 40% off 


Additional 20% discount for money saving coupons 
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NEET YOUR VENDOR 
Fy ed “RR 


In one sentence, who are you? 
A man striving to keep chivalry alive. 


Where do you usually sell Groundcover 
News? Main Street. 


What is your favorite thing to do in Ann 
Arbor? Play pool and challenge the public to 
chess. 


What is your favorite spot in Ann Arbor? 
Anywhere not in Ann Arbor, haha! 


What motivates you to work hard selling 
Groundcover News? I|’m motivated by the 
chance to better other people’s lives. 


If you had to eat one meal for the rest of 
your life, what would it be? 
Prime rib with Yorkshire pudding. 


What words do you live by? 
Be better than your yesterday’s self. 


What is your superpower? To make anyone 
smile when they are upset. 


What change would you like to see in 
Washtenaw County? More affordable hous- 
ing for people who make less than $30K a 
year. 


What are your hobbies? How did you get 
started doing them? Pool, chess, skate- 
boarding. | simply gravitated towards them. 


What is something someone on the street 
wouldn't know? 
| am a huge nerd and outdoor enthusiast. 


What's the best or worst thing about sell- 
ing Groundcover News? 
The worst thing is dealing with rude people. 


If you could do anything for a day what 
would it be? Go shopping in Japan. 


If you had a warning label what would it 
say? Caution: Born and raised in Hell, Michigan! 


What are you most likely to be famous 
for? My one-handed pool skills! 


GROUNDCOVER NEWS = 3 


Vendor Appreciation Week: 
February 6-12, 2023 


Show vendors how much they are valued in the com- 
munity! There are many ways to get invovled with Vendor 


Week festivities. 


1. Bring a treat, snack or hot beverage during office 
hours for vendors to enjoy while buying papers 
(Monday-Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.) 

2. Bring your vendor a hot chocolate, cup of coffee or 
pack of hand warmers if you see them selling. It's 


cold out there! 


3. Tip your vendor when buying a copy of Ground- 


cover News. 


4. Take a photo with your vendor or of your copy of 
Groundcover News and share on social media. Tag 
us! @groundcovernews on Instagram and Twitter 
and @groundcover on Facebook. We will be repost- 


ing all week. 


5. Tell your Groundcover vendor how much you 
appreciate them and their steady presence in the 


community. 


6. Talk to your friends and family about how selling 
Groundcover is legitimate work that changes lives. 


Lonnie Baker, Groundcover 
vendor No. 99, and board 
member Jack Edelstein in 
October. 


7. Showyour support for Groundcover News vendors 


by buying and displaying a sign in your 
front lawn or in the window of your home 
or business! Signs are $30 and can be 
pre-ordered by making a $30 donation 
on the Groundcover News website. Signs 
can be picked up at the Groundcover 
News office during Vendor Appreciation 
Week. They are yellow and black. Pro- 
ceeds will go towards purchasing new, 
protective Groundcover vendor vests. 


Best of Groundcover News 


Gary Leverett: Most likely to remember 
your name 

Shillington Morgan: Healthy food expert 
Brian Hargrove: The most relentlessly 
optimistic and loving person 

James Tennant: Most thought provoking 
debater 

Joe Woods: Most determined haggler and 
seller of ideas 

James Manning: Most creative 
embroidery 

Cindy Gere: Most earnest and personal 
multimedia artist 

Mike Jones: Most iconic townie 

Lit Kurtz: Ardent homelessness advocate 
Christopher Ellis: Prolific poet 

Ken Parks: Deepest thinker and biggest 
believer in humanity 

Justen White: Most humble chess player 
and extreme sports enthusiast 

Lonnie Baker: Best dressed (Go Blue!) 
Shelley DeNeve: Most loyal 

Felicia Wilbert: Future NYT Bestsellers 
List 

Snap: Most knowledgeable about all there 
is to know about soccer 

Fred Allen: Mr. Fix-it 


Derek Allen: Best bars 

Teresa Basham: Fiercest defender of 
those she cares about, and of justice 
Mary Bolden: Epitome of Southern 
charm! 

Pony Bush: Best smile 

Amanda Gale: Most personable. Can 
have an interesting conversation with 
anybody! 

Gary Robinson: Best dance moves 
Leon Odom: Devoted father and caregiver 
Hal Klenk: Best singing voice 

Larzell Washington: Can make anyone’s 
day by saying "God Bless You!" 

Tony Schol: Could win the Tour de Ann 
Arbor 

Will Shakespeare: Most giving and best 
book recommender 

Sean Almond and Tabitha Ludwig: Best 
couple 

Beverly Boss: Boss saleswoman 

Tre McAlister: Most likely to help out a 
friend 

Denise Shearer: Most loveable 

La Shawn Courtwright: Most tenacious 
poet 
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Point in time count seeks snapshot of homelessness 


The Washtenaw County Continuum 
of Care completed its annual Point in 
Time count early Thursday with 
dozens of volunteers taking a snapshot 
of people experiencing homelessness. 
Mandated by the federal Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, 
the Continuums of Care are bodies 
charged with ending homelessness, in 
particular through getting involve- 
ment community-wide. 

The result? The count of unsheltered 
people, conducted from 10 p.m. 
Wednesday to 2 a.m. Thursday, 
increased over the previous year’s 
count by more than threefold, up from 
6 to 22. 

Volunteers and Washtenaw County 
staffers scoured the entire county in 
the light snow, handing out snacks and 
even offering a one-night hotel stay if 
the people they encountered wanted 
it. In some sense, the increase in 
unhoused persons found for the count 
reflects greater diligence and location 
information going in, but it is also 
likely that the sheer numbers 
increased. It is important because it 


CYNTHIA PRICE 
Editor 


informs how much funding a county 
CoC receives from HUD. 

The volunteers, recruited and orga- 
nized by Washtenaw County CoC Data 
Coordinator Andrew Kraemer, must 
watch a training video, and they 
receive a route. Many have years of 
experience. Teams were able to con- 
nect before going out for the count. 
They also give a brief survey to anyone 
they find experiencing unsheltered 
homelessness. 

The challenges inherent in that 
snapshot approach likely result in 


aS 


An intrepid group of Point in Time volunteers ready to leave for the 
count. Organizer Andrew Kraemer is seated in front. 


underreporting, but that condition 
applies equally to all of the 400 CoCs 
in the U.S. The online 2022 count 
report for Washtenaw County warns, 
“The reader is ... cautioned that since 
compliance with these [methodology] 
standards may vary, the reliability and 
consistency of the homeless counts 
may also vary among CoCs.” (That 
report may be found at the HUD 
exchange website by filtering the 
search for MI-509.) The 2022 report 
states that there were 172 homeless 
people in the County as of the 2022 


Point in Time Count. The full figures 
for 2023 will be released at the end of 
February. 

Different CoCs make detailed plans 
to get the number of people experienc- 
ing extended houselessness down to 
zero. The Point in Time count is just 
one way they obtain data that shapes 
their planning. 

Critics say that even within the snap- 
shot framework there are ways to take 
a more accurate count. Outreach to 


see PIT page9 » 


Family housing emergency resources — HAWC 
back on track 


Family homelessness is exploding 
this winter. When Covid emergency 
funds ended and inflation spiked, fam- 
ilies fell off the cliff, especially large 
families. To make matters worse, the 
Washtenaw County single point of 
entry, HAWC, was undergoing a rocky 
transition from being run by the Salva- 
tion Army to being run by Washtenaw 
County’s Office of Community and 
Economic Development. 

Staffing HAWC services has been the 
main challenge in transitioning the 
hotline to a new service provider. With 
phone calls often not answered and 
messages not returned for days or 
more, even the resources available for 
imminent emergencies were not 
reaching those who needed them. 
Word got around to not even bother 
calling HAWC. 

The Shelter Association of Wash- 
tenaw County and MISSION were pro- 
viding limited emergency hotel stays 
with funds from the Emergency Shel- 
tering Program. David Goldbaum, Pro- 
gram Manager of MISSION's Family 
Emergency Sheltering program, was 
concerned about the conditions fami- 
lies with children were living in due to 
systemic dysfunction. 

Kathy Wyatt, Executive Analyst and 
Assistant to the Washtenaw County 


SUSAN BECKETT 
Publisher emeritus 


sheriff, reported that judges are just 
sick over the evictions they are forced 
to sanction by law, knowing that these 
families have nowhere to turn. 
Fortunately, HAWC staffing is now in 
place to both answer calls and provide 
immediate stipends or hotel stays for 
those who would otherwise spend the 
night exposed to winter weather. The 
County provided $50,000 in funding to 
the Emergency Sheltering Program for 
the stipends and hotel stays, but with 
29 families on the literally homeless 
list and an average wait-time of 101 
days for placement in permanent 
housing, officials expect the sheltering 
program will need $695,000-$995,000 
to shelter those families through 
March. They are hoping for additional 


funding from the County and its cities. 

At the height of the pandemic, when 
proximity to others posed danger of 
infection and hospitalization, the 
Covid Emergency Rental Assistance 
program provided federal funds to 
help people pay for their own lodging. 
Now the CERA program has ended 
and rental prices, along with the cost 
of everything else, has made self-suffi- 
ciency impossible for some families. 
The Covid-19 risk to vulnerable family 
members makes the traditional dou- 
bling up of families untenable for 
many. Most of the families now on the 
waiting list for housing are new to the 
system. 

It has been especially difficult for 
larger families who require multiple 
rooms. The average size of the families 
now calling HAWC is 3.8 people. 
HAWC does the initial intake and pro- 
vides emergency shelter assistance if 
needed, then refers families to SOS 
Community Services and individuals 
to the Shelter Association (the Delonis 
Center) for a thorough assessment that 
could lead to permanent housing. SOS 
has hired three additional staff to do 
these assessments. They were com- 
pleting training in late January. The 
Shelter Association was trying to hire 
two additional assessment staffers as 


of late January. 

Families can now expect an assess- 
ment one to two weeks after their 
HAWC intake. Call 734-961-1999 to get 
started. Having financial records on 
hand will expedite assistance. Urgent 
cases — those with no shelter — can 
come in person at 8:30 a.m., Mon- 
day-Thursday to the Delonis Center or 
SOS. 

Editor’s note: During the Continuum 
of Care board meeting on January 18, 
HAWC call center data was presented, 
praised for improvements and then cri- 
tiqued after further examination. It was 
determined that many metrics were 
missing from the call center’s data pre- 
sentation including time between 
intake and assessment. Groundcover 
News will follow up on the stated 
improvements of HAWC staffing and 
oversight to determine if HAWC begins 
to meet community standards across 
the board. Individuals and families 
should continue to call HAWC, as CoC 
representatives are concerned that 
improvement in call center metrics is 
due to widespread frustration with the 
hotline rather than operational 
improvement. 
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Supportive Connections now open 
for referrals in Washtenaw County 


LA SHAWN CARLISLE 
Groundcover contributor 


Hi everyone. I'd like to present 
Supportive Connections, an Ann 
Arbor City criminal deflection ser- 
vice. I interviewed Karen Field, the 
program director, to get to know the 
program better in order to share with 
Groundcover readers. 


LC: When was Supportive Con- 
nections founded? 

KF: Supportive Connections 
started when I was hired as the pro- 
gram director in July 2022. We 
opened for referrals on November 2, 
2022. 


LC: As the program director, what 
are your goals and/or plans for Sup- 
portive Connections? 

KF: The mission of Supportive 
Connections is to assist individuals 
who are in crisis or need of social 
service supports and at risk of 
becoming involved or re-involved 
with the criminal justice system. Our 
primary focuses are substance abuse 
and mental health. Our program is 
not directly connected to the court 
or law enforcement, so we rely on 
the community for referrals. Anyone 
can refer to our program. A person 
can even call to ask for services 
themselves. 

Once a person is referred to Sup- 
portive Connections, we reach out to 
the referred person. Participation 
with Supportive Connections is vol- 
untary. If someone wants to partici- 
pate, we look at the individual's 
needs and concerns. Our case man- 
ager, Johnathan Laye, works within 
existing community resources as 
much as possible. We also have 
some funding to support our mis- 
sion, which can pay for things such 
as substance abuse treatment and 
mental health services. 

We have many people in our com- 
munity doing great work. I am not 
looking at stepping on anyone's toes 
or reinventing the wheel. Ifa referred 
person is already working with or 
receiving services from a commu- 
nity agency, we will reach out to that 
agency or worker to see if there is 
any assistance that we can provide. 
We are hoping we can help fill any 
gaps and coordinate assistance. As 
much as possible, we want to help 
where needed and not duplicate or 
undermine other efforts. I believe 
there are enough people in need in 
our community for all programs to 
coexist and work together. 


LC: With this being said, I'd like to 
note that in my mind it is a wonder- 
ful idea to have supports in place. 
Yet, fundamentally, it is a much 
greater provision to implement 
community access resources that 
aid and/or assist in preventative 
programs that are able to detect and 
look at how to avoid further injury to 
people in crises. A format where we 
can be taught what to avoid in some 
cases. To allow questions to be asked 
by the consumers, then have some 
tenured advocates or recipients that 
are successful in the utilization of 
specific programs and services to 
answer them. 

Another key part of offering ser- 
vices is to address the need for trans- 
portation to access these supports 
and/or services. Many people give 
up or are discouraged due to limited 
or the lack of safe and adequate 
means to access and receive services 
that are and may become available. 

Yes, the limitations that exist in 
order to access these benefits and 
services that aid in support from 
community programs can make 
some people give up, while others 
are even more frustrated because of 
the gap that does not bridge access 
for provisions to be made. What are 
you doing to make people aware of 
the program? 

KF: Community outreach is, and 
will continue to be, vital to our pro- 
gram. We have contacted a number 
of community agencies and com- 
munity leaders. We have made pre- 
sentations to over two dozen 
organizations and groups. We are 
continuing to reach out to commu- 
nity agencies and respond to all 
inquiries about our program. 


LC: Where is the office located? 

KF: Our office is currently located 
at the Justice Center, 305 E. Huron 
Ann Arbor, Mich. If someone is not 
comfortable coming into the Justice 
Center Building, we will make efforts 
to meet them at another community 
location. 


LC: How many agencies are aware 
of the Supportive Connections 
program? 

KF: We have reached out to over 
50 community agencies, organiza- 
tions, and groups by email and in- 
person. I also think word of mouth is 
working as we have received refer- 
rals from agencies with whom we 
have not yet met. 


LC: Is there any data that you are 


using to design the Supportive Con- 
nections program? 

KF: We are collecting a number of 
data for this program and will utilize 
it to continue to develop and refine 
this program. This is a new and a 
dynamic entity, which is open to 
some modification as determined by 
community needs. 


LC: I know that it is wise for indi- 
viduals to review records and docu- 
ments with agents/people who 
gather information. This way, ifthere 
seem to be or are things that the 
client does not see as an accurate 
record, they can have that noted. A 
person's needs are met better when 
they are more clearly understood, 
stated and documented with a meet- 
ing of the minds. 

Most importantly let us always 
keep in mind that it is more produc- 
tive to prevent a crisis and address 
things that are preventable. Let us 
not leave the marginalized in a place 
to use substances as an answer. Let 
us restore hope and trust in our 
communities and their professional 
and voluntary agents. 

As a further update, as of January 
19, 2023 there is a free Narcan vend- 
ing machine in the front vestibule 
(Huron St. entrance) of City Hall. 
Obtain this at your own discretion 
and purpose of comfortability for a 
crisis that may arise, whether it be 
known or unknown to you. Thank 
you, City of Ann Arbor, for your will- 
ingness and ability to move forward 
with a unified goal to connect the 
otherwise silenced and unheard 
(because of shame or the lack of 
connection) to community facilities 
and their resources. 

For anyone looking to contribute to 
or engage with Supportive Connec- 
tions please contact them by phone at 
734-794-6934, or by email at Sup- 
portiveConnections@a2.gouv.org, or 
online at 


a2gov.org/ 


SupportiveConnections. 


SUPPORTIVE 
CONNECTIONS 


Supporting Community + Connecting Solutions 


What's 
Happening 
at the Ann 
Arbor 
District 
Library & 


Open 10am-8pm Daily 

Hang out in any of our five 
locations across town, browsing 
books, magazines, newspapers, 
and more, or check out movies, 
CDs, art prints, musical 
instruments, and science tools— 
you name it! Study and meeting 
rooms, fast and free WiFi, and 
plenty of places to sit and hang out. 


Databases at AADL 

Did you know all AADL library 
card holders have access to 
databases? You can search 
consumer reports, genealogy, 
and much more! Visit AADL.org/ 
collections/databases. 


AADL Shelf Service 

Place your request with our Shelf 
Service and let AADL know the 
types of things you're looking 
for-AA DL staff will fill a bag with 
items we think you'll like! 

For more information visit 
AADL.org/shelfservice 


FEATURED EVENT 
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KILEY RED 


Sunday, February 5 ¢ 4-6pm 
Downtown Libary 

As part of the 2023 Washtenaw 
Read, AADL hosts Kiley Reid, 
author of the 2023 Washtenaw 
Reads title Such a Fun Age fora 
talk, reading, and Q&A session. 
This event includes a signing 
with books for sale. For more 
information about Washtenaw 
Reads and previous years’ reads, 
go to wread.org. 
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Old world vs. 


New world order 


MIKE JONES 
Groundcover vendor No. 113 


Bold moves have been made of late 
by conductors of ideology of the old 
world order, as the newworld emerges. 
One must ask, is it out of desperation 
and fear of a new world order and 
ideology? 

Taking a look at global affairs and 
issues: Russo-Ukrainian War, Roe v. 
Wade Supreme Court reversal, the 
deadly protests in Iran after Mahsa 
Amini died in the custody of Iran 
morality police. And there are the cul- 
ture wars, race relations in the United 
States and Europe and tension 
between the U.S. and China. 

As I reflect on the old world order, I 
must say, I can’t wait to see what a new 
world has to offer. Let's talk about 
“isms” — racism, sexism, nationalism 
and so on. Unfairly, these "‘isms” will 
exist in the new world, let us not be 
naive. But I'm quite sure that those 
who look forward to the new world are 


conditioned to resist by any and all 
means necessary, because the old 
world is not going out without a fight. 

Vladimir Putin’s war on Ukraine is 
simply an attempted land grab, 
reclaiming territory lost in 1991 asa 
result of the fall of the USSR. He 
thought the war with Ukraine would 
be a walk in the park but underesti- 
mated the will and the resolve of the 
Ukrainians. 

September 16, 2022, was the start of 
civil unrest in Tehran and throughout 
the region, over the death of Mahsa 
Amini. Young Iranian people, espe- 
cially young women, are outraged at 


Challenges being a 
houseless woman selling 
Groundcover News 


BEVERLY BOSS 
Groundcover vendor No. 583 


There are a lot of challenges being a 
houseless woman selling Groundcover 
News. Some of them are attitudes 
about homelessness in general and 
extra challenges of dealing with sexual 


assault and assumptions. 


These are the extra weights to carry. 
The first weight is all the rudeness and 
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the Iranian government for abuse 
against women. This struggle is the 
age-old war on and against women. 

The Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 
reversal was a low and unexpected 
blow. As a result, it turned up the heat 
for midterm elections. A lot is on the 
line here: we take two steps forward, 
we can’t afford to take three steps 
back. This was one of the major rea- 
sons for the record return of absentee 
ballots in midterm elections. 

Are there culture wars in the United 
States and Europe? I know many cul- 
ture defenders in the United States. 
“Isms"' is a problem in Europe as well. 


(part 2) 


TERESA BASHAM 


I know I'm missin you, 
Some timez I wanna cry, 


Illustration by 
Cindy "Kung Fu 
Panda" Gere, 
Groundcover vendor 
No. 279. Illustration 
colored by Cam- 
eron, office visitor, 
age six. 


These remnants of old ideology and 
the old world philosophy are a testa- 
ment of the will and audacity of a 
people stuck on ideology of the past. 

China, North Korea and that region 
are a hot and contentious region of the 
globe, to say the least. It’s hard to know 
where the leaders in that region stand 
in regards to Russia and the war on 
Ukraine and also China’s plan to “land- 
grab” Taiwan. 

No doubt about it, it’s going to be a 
tight fight. We must look forward to 
embracing the unknown and the new 
that is to come, and learn from our 
past history in order to CO-EXIST. 


Angelz in the sky 


Groundcover vendor No. 5/0 


Some timez I wish I could touch, 


hostile attitudes about homelessness. 
People assume you are lazy, don’t want 
a job, do drugs or are just begging. 
People think they are higher class than 
you. 

The second weight — which is spe- 
cific to being a woman — is the sexism, 
sexual assault, invisibility, verbal 
assault and assumptions you are a 
prostitute. 

Many people in the community are 
only one check away from being home- 
less. Have empathy! 


Give ya a kiss, 

Some timez I wanna talk, 

I love & miss ya so much, 

All tha time I wish, 

All tha time I ask why, 

Therez so much I wanted ta do, 
Now I just gotta move on, 

Wit chu in my heart, 

Izz where you'll stay, 

Til that end day. 
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Are you really listening? Street paper vendors 
engage in everyday: acts of communication 


The need to communicate with 
another human being is quite human. 
Passersby also have their share of 
stress on a daily basis. 

Here's what I tell my clients: "I'm 
here to sell a magazine, but I'm here 
for you first." Selling is important, but 
so is listening to passersby. 


The pink flowery hijab 


In a cheerful tone, and sponta- 
neously, I call out to her: "Your hijab is 
beautiful!" She smiles. Then I add: 
"You are very pretty." Seeing her radi- 
ant face, I understand that I have 
touched a sensitive chord. She moves 
forward, rummaging in her bag. I 
refuse the money. She doesn't under- 
stand. I am just happy to see her smile 
at me and I feel grateful. She insists on 
giving me the money. I refuse it and 
wish her a nice day by giving her the 
magazine. 


The elderly lady 


ing a 


JO REDWITCH 
L'Itineraire street paper 
vendor 


An elderly lady stops, wallet in hand: 
"Would you like a magazine, ma'am?" 
She answers me with a nod. "Do you 
want today's or the 1 November issue, 
which contains two pages I wrote? It's 
the article called ‘Letter to my younger 
self?" I show her the photos that 
accompany my article. She might be 
the more visual type, you never know. 

She holds her purse tightly, it's rush 
hour and it's crowded, but this detail 
doesn't bother her at all. "My niece just 
had a baby. Her husband works a lot 
and my niece is exhausted. I’m going 


to her house to help her cook. "Tlisten 
to her patiently in spite of the traffic in 
the subway. It's 5 p.m. sharp. Her story 
over, she leaves me with a big $10. 
"Keep the change, thanks Jo." 


The early childhood 
educator 


Another woman stops and calls out 
to me: "I read your piece: ‘Letter to my 
younger self’ Then, as you suggested, 
I tried to do the same - I wrote as if I 
were talking to myselfas a child. I won- 
dered if I had made the right choices, 
especially in early adulthood. As I 
reread it, I started to cry, tore it up and 
threw it in the trash." 

"Why?" I asked her. 

"You know, I work in daycare and 
have had some serious health issues 
this year.” I nodded... "And I had an 
epiphany. Since the health thing with 
my heart, I've come to the realization 
that I never thought about myself. I 
sacrificed my whole life for my hus- 
band, my children. Now I feel stuck." 


I listened to each of them. 

The elderly lady needed empathy 
and recognition for helping her niece. 
My regular client needed me to tell her 
that it was not too late to take care of 
her own needs instead of those of 
others while the young woman in the 
hijab simply needed to hear a 
compliment. 

Active listening, for me, is listening 
without intervening. Just listening. I 
try to understand the other person's 
inner world, show real empathy, and 
then give the person time to tell their 
story. Also, it's always good to verify 
with the person to make sure that I 
have understood. Maybe the person 
doesn't need you to help them solve 
their problems, maybe they just need 
an ear. Genuine listening gives impor- 
tance and value to people who need to 
talk, and even more to the person who 
is too often silent. 

Courtesy of L’Itinéraire / Interna- 
tional Network of Street Papers. 
L'Itinéraire is a street paper located in 
Montreal, Quebec. 


Welcome refugees and consider being a co-sponsor 


Immigrants are often refugees from 
economic or natural disasters. Many 
post-colonial — poor — countries are 
impacted by a disaster, some by two or 
more. In a homeland targeted by the 
global investor class for “regime 
change,’ a type of coup d'etat by sanc- 
tions and financial destabilization, we 
see full spectrum warfare. 

The "flood" of refugees at the United 
States border is on our social screen. 
The cause of this exodus from third 
(poor) to first world (rich) countries is 
well studied by Monthly Review in par- 
ticular, with its focus on the “politics of 
underdevelopment” and the “new 
world order,’ better known as the neo- 
liberal form of imperialism. “The Open 
Veins of Latin America” by Eduardo 
Galeano is a classic book on the 
subject. 

The Biden administration has 
addressed this situation, not by looking 
at the causes, but by shifting USCIS 
(Citizen and Immigration Services) 
policy to allow Haitians, Cubans, Nica- 
rauguans and Venezuelans with family 
in the United States to be sponsored by 
a supporter from that family — but only 
ifthe sponsor qualifies. I do not qualify 
as a supporter because my income is 
too low, but with a backup supporter 
we could apply and bring some of my 
Cuban family to Ann Arbor. 


KEN PARKS 
Groundcover vendor No. 490 


I held two babies in my hands in 
Cuba; Daniela Valdes Negret in 2001 
and Kevin Toledo in 2006. I committed 
to be padrino — a mentor, protector, 
spiritual friend. So I am a co-parent 
with the biological father. This is a seri- 
ous responsibility in Cuba and I am 
being implored to start the work to 
bring them here. Daniela has a three- 
year-old, Santiago Alberto, named after 
my middle name, Albert. He is my third 
ahijado, spiritual child. I held him 
before he was born. I want to invite 
mother and son to live with me. We 
know how to live in a small space. 

also have a stepdaughter, Daymara 
Rovira Negret, who was once a Cuban 
national weightlifting champion in her 
age and gender class. She is a physical 
trainer. If we had a two-bedroom 


apartment, Cuban culture could easily 
accommodate six or more people. We 
would, however, abide by Ann Arbor 
residency compliance rules. 

My life is complex and interesting. 
All the above-named persons, except 
Santiago Alberto, are active on Face- 
book, and I pay to keep their cell 
phones open. With this background, I 
invite you to friend-request them, and 
consider being a backup supporter or 
possibly a lead supporter — and 


become a part of our ever-growing 
extended family. We are all part of a 
large global family between Cuba and 
the United States, as well as Canada, 
Mexico and other Caribbean islands at 
the center of our lives. Our experience 
of natural borders will open our under- 
standing of the nation state. Let’s do 
something good together. Consider 
sponsoring or co-sponsoring someone 
you find a connection with. My phone 
number is (313) 918-2453. 


St. Francis of Assisi Parish 


“If God were your Father, you would love me, 
for | came from God and am here; 
| did not come on my own, but he sent me." 


+ Christ Jesus (John 8:42) 


Come Worship With Us! 


Mass Schedule 


Saturday 5 pm (English) & 7 PM (Spanish) 
Sunday 8:30 am, 10:30 am, 
12:30 pm, 5 pm 


2250 East Stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor 
www.StFrancisA2.com 734-821-2100 
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The brunch revolution — Around the Kitchen Table 
with Peace House Ypsi 


ALEXANDRA GRANBERG 
Groundcover contributor 


Waffle iron sizzling. Kids laughing. 
Community mingling. Around the 
Kitchen Table with Peace House Ypsi 
is no mimosa-and-avocado-toast, 
reservations-only, kind of brunch. 

Free, weekly brunches — a concept 
sprouted from Peace House, run by 
Sheri Wander and her husband Pat — 
were already underway a couple of 
years before the pandemic hit. 

When that happened, the brunch 
had to be re-imagined. Wander 
started running weekly food deliver- 
ies instead. But it just wasn’t the same. 

“The whole point of the brunch was 
building community, and I was 
mourning the loss of that,” said 
Wander. 

A few months earlier, Wander had 
met Lisa Gizzi, a long-term food 
enthusiast and vegan. Gizzi had run 
her own, fully vegan prepared food 
business before realizing “I just 
wanted to feed my friends, my family, 
anybody.” 

So she quit her food business and 
started thinking about how to make 
food — tasty, healthy, and, in her 
case, vegan — more accessible. “Food 
should be free.” 

In September 2022, Gizzi and 
Wander thought the timing was right 
to restart communal meals. Peace 
House had been approached by 
Growing Hope, a nonprofit focused 
on strengthening the local food 
system in Ypsilanti. “There was a nat- 
ural space for collaboration,” said 
Wander. 

They all met up, decided they liked 
each other and that they wanted to 
work together. 

The previous brunches had been 
held at the small space that Peace 
House provides. Growing Hope had a 
much larger space to offer, and that’s 
where it clicked. The bigger space 
could accommodate more people, 
and its central location in downtown 
Ypsilanti made it more accessible. 

Bee Mayhewn, the kitchen manager 
at Growing Hope’s Incubator Kitchen, 
was able to use her connections to get 
food donations for the brunches — 
though a lot still comes out of Wander 
and Gizzi’s own pockets. All three are 
involved in the cooking along with 
other volunteers, a setup they hope 
will grow more sustainable. 

To that end, Wander would like to 
be able to get grocery store gift cards 
to people who want to contribute with 
their cooking or baking but can’t 
afford ingredients. 


Beggars can be choosers 


The renewed brunches have brought 
a more diverse clientele than those at 
Peace House: a lawyer mingling with 
someone experiencing homelessness; 
a college student sitting with a dad of 
five. Some bring food to share, others 
just happen to walk by. 

Gizzi estimates that the brunch- 
goers are a fifty-fifty mix of people who 
need a free meal, and people who just 
crave a good brunch. 

“Whether you're seeking commu- 
nity or are food-insecure, it doesn’t 
matter once you're through the door,’ 
said Wander. 

And community is what it’s mostly 
about, according to Wander: “Food is 
an important tool in community build- 
ing, such a natural way of sharing our 
cultures, family stories, experiences. 
The act of sitting around a table 
together often creates a relaxed space.” 

But why brunch? 

Gizzi says they tried dinner at first, 
but once they switched to brunch “it 
exploded” — from some 20 people in 
the beginning to upwards of 75 last 
Sunday. 

Part of the explanation could be that 
many other places offer free dinners, 
but elaborate breakfasts are hard to 
come by. The more diverse brunch 
crowd was “more what we wanted it to 
be, and what the community wanted,’ 
said Wander. 

Then there’s this: Brunch is consid- 
ered a bourgeois luxury, something 
they wanted to “flip on its head.” 
“Sometimes beggars can be choosers,” 
said Wander. 

The statement carries a fundamental 
doctrine. 

“The expectation is often that one 
should be thankful for whatever food, 
ifit’s free. We tried making this brunch 
a celebration, a treat, with vegan and 
gluten free options — fancy stuff. We 
all deserve that.” 

Wander used to think of Ypsilanti as 
a food desert, but now views it more as 
“food apartheid” — a systemic limit to 
easy access to healthy, fresh food. 

The tagline for the now monthly 
brunch is Relationships are made 
around the kitchen table. Unofficially 
Gizzi adds and revolutions — because 
“food is political.” 

These brunches, however, are meant 
to be a low-barrier event, where any- 
body and everybody can come and sit 
down with others, sharing informal 
knowledge and information over a 
meal, or just taking the food to go. 

Making a free meal into a luxurious 


Top: Saif and Malaika, two Around the Kitchen table attendees, 
enjoying full plates of brunch food. Bottom left: Grace Wu and Heidi 
Bechtel are kitchen volunteers from Growing Hope. They assisted 
with serving the buffet-style brunch. Bottom right: The vegan waffle 
bar at the January 15 brunch was complete with berries, coconut, 
candy pieces, sprinkles and so much more! 


brunch is about making a statement. 

But, Around the Kitchen Table is also 
about good eating. And the brunches 
can be just that — waffles with whipped 
cream, or the best vegan cheesy pota- 
toes around. 


The next brunch is February 19, 11 
a.m. - 1 p.m., at the Growing Hope 
Kitchen on 16 South Washington St, 
Ypsilanti. More info: 
peacehouseypsi.org. 


Bethlehem United Church of Christ 


whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 


423 S. Fourth Avenue, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 


734-665-6149 


Bethlehem-ucc.org {F] facebook.com/bethlehemuccA2 


Bethlehem Church is home of the Groundcover office 


FEBRUARY 2023 EVENTS AT BETHLEHEM 
Ash Wednesday, February 22 — Distribution of Ashes at 7:30 pm 


Please visit the church website at: bethlehem-ucc.org for the most up- 
to-date calendar and event information. 
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Sunday Worship Time 
10:00 am In-person 


and via Live Stream and 
Radio Broadcast 
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Fill in the squares so that each row, column, and 
3-by-3 box contain the numbers 1 through 9. 


Groundcover Vendor Code 


While Groundcover is a non-profit, 
and paper vendors are self-em- 
ployed contractors, we still have 
expectations of how vendors should 
conduct themselves while selling 
and representing the paper. 


The following is our Vendor Code 
of Conduct, which every vendor 
reads and signs before receiving a 
badge and papers. We request that 
if you discover a vendor violating any 
tenets of the Code, please contact 
us and provide as many details as 
possible. Our paper and our vendors 
should be positively impacting our 
County. 

¢ Groundcover will be distributed 
for a voluntary donation. | agree not 
to ask for more than the cover price 
or solicit donations by any other 
means. 

¢ When selling Groundcover, | will 
always have the current biweekly 
issue of Groundcover available for 
customer purchase. 

¢ | agree not to sell additional 
goods or products when selling the 
paper or to panhandle, including 
panhandling with only one paper or 
selling past monthly issues. 

¢ | will wear and display my badge 
when selling papers and refrain 
from wearing it or other Ground- 
cover gear when engaged in other 
activities. 

¢ | will only purchase the paper 
from Groundcover Staff and will not 
sell to or buy papers from other 


Groundcover vendors, especially 
vendors who have been suspended 
or terminated. 

¢ | agree to treat all customers, 
staff, and other vendors respect- 
fully. | will not “hard sell,” threaten, 
harass or pressure customers, staff, 
or other vendors verbally or 
physically. 

* | will not sell Groundcover under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

¢ | understand that 1am nota legal 
employee of Groundcover but a con- 
tracted worker responsible for my 
own well-being and income. 

¢ | understand that my badge is 
property of Groundcover and will not 
deface it. | will present my badge 
when purchasing the papers. 

* | agree to stay off private prop- 
erty when selling Groundcover. 

¢ | understand to refrain from 
selling on public buses, federal 
property or stores unless there is 
permission from the owner. 

¢ lagreeto stay at least one block 
away from another vendor in down- 
town areas. | will also abide by the 
Vendor Corner Policy. 

¢ | understand that Groundcover 
strives to be a paper that covers 
topics of homelessness and poverty 
while providing sources of income 
for the homeless. | will try to help in 
this effort and spread the word. 


If you would like to report a violation 
of the Vendor Code please email 
contact@groundcovernews.com or 
fill out the contact form on our 
website. 
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Celebrity Name Game 


by Tracy Bennett and Victor Fleming 


ACROSS 

1. Beauty's stage partner, with "the" 

6. Lose freshness 

10. Runs easily 

14. Deity of Islam 

15. Plot in Genesis? 

16. Pennsylvania lake 

17. "Saturday Night Live" alum who's 
just a little wilder than comedian W. C. 
Fields? 

19. Nonflowering office plant 

20. Actress and film director Lupino 
21. Numbered composition 

22. Happen in sequence, as events 

24. Equipment supervisor on a film set 
26. Network watched on many a telly 
27. Yes, at sea 

28. "Hang in there!" 

32. Have top billing 


35. Fossil fuel used in some power 
plants 


37. Consume slowly, as a hot drink 
38. Feeling insulted 


39. With 28-Down, baseball legend 
who might hit rock bottom with actor 
Julian Sands? DOWN 
41. Agent Scully on "The X-Files" 
42. Egyptian crosses 

44. Swedish home furnishings chain 3. Revlon rival 
45. Shine from within 

46. A-listers of old, maybe 

48. Apt name for a litigator 

50. Called 

51. Strong connection 

55. Fly alone 

58. Domain 

59. Bob Marley's" Love" 

60. "As I sce things," in a text 

61. Golf great who may sit right next 
to activist Rosa Parks? 


64. Soup bulb 

65. Ball-shaped cheese 

66. Break up, as a relationship 
67. Alternative to "ifs" or "buts" 
68. Achy 

69. Medicine allotments 


7. Bothers 


9. Follows 


18. Each 


like Joan Rivers? 
26. Contradict 
28. See 39-Across 


1988? 


» PIT from page 4 


people in the community who know 
where to find people could be stepped 
up, and the data in the report on shel- 
tered homeless people (which is 
obtained separately) could include 
houses of hospitality and other stop- 
gap measures. One local critic notes 
that the universities could provide 
information about unhoused 


1. Hand-dyed fabric 
2. Slur over, as a syllable 


4."1917" director Mendes 
5. Possible explanation 
6. Disgusted or impatient 


8. Drops on the ground? 


23. Dividers in many sports 
25. Country singer who's just a little 


MATH PUZZLES 


JAN GOMBART 
GROUNDCOVER CONTRIBUTOR 


1. Bruce was a pupil at Madison Elementary School in 1945. The year 
of his birth is a perfect square. How old was he on his birthday in 


2. Three men are lined up behind each other. The tallest man is in the 
back and can see the heads of the two in front of him; the middle man 
can see the one man in front of him; the man in front can’t see anyone. 
They are blindfolded and hats are placed on their heads, picked from 
three black hats and two white hats. The extra two hats are hidden 
and the blindfolds removed. The tallest man is asked if he knows what 
color hat he’s wearing; he doesn’t. The middle man is asked if he 
knows; he doesn’t. But the man in front, who can’t see anyone, says 
he knows. How does he know, and what color hat is he wearing? 
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29. Whitish gem 

30. Forbidden move, in toddler-speak 
31. Chew 

32. Palak __ (co-creator of Wordle) 
33. Fish often grilled like a steak 

34. Flat-bottomed vessels 

36. Circular gasket 

40. Like long division, vis-a-vis 
calculus 

43. Close, as an envelope 

47. Online memos 


10. "The Big Lebowski" actor who's so 49. Not remotely impressed 
over filmmaker John Waters? 


11. Cookie with a java chip variety 
12. Word with "power" or "talk" 
13. Make swoon romantically 


51. Krispy 

52. Head coverings 

53. Art house film, often 

54. Annoyances 

55. Arizona river 

56. Mysterious warning sign 
57. Backyard storage structure 
58. Bacteria culture medium 
62. Yes, at the altar 

63. "Mrs. Lennon" singer 


students, since they offer assistance to 
those students. While those who 
“couch-surf” are not unsheltered, 
attempting to derive information 
about them for the report would round 
out the picture. 

Look for an analysis of the 2023 
count in a March issue of Ground- 
cover News. 
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=» MISCONCEPTIONS from page 2 


possible for vendors to move out of 
homelessness. Homelessness can take 
many forms, and poverty even more. 
You never know what someone'’s life 
experience is, and we know that defi- 
nitely cannot be assumed from what 
meets the eye. 

“These men and women are regular 
people...” True! No explanation 
needed. 

“.. who are using these licenses to 
steal money from unexpecting hard 
working people.” False. Groundcover 
vendors are individually licensed for 
charitable solicitation by means of 
selling newspapers. Groundcover 
News is a real publication that has a 
real purchase price. I personally think 
that Groundcover is worth more than 
just $2 — especially with that $2 Co-op 
coupon in every issue! 

“Their pitch is usually, ‘can you buy 
anewspaper to help support the home- 
less of the community? 100 percent of 
the proceeds are given to those who are 
in need.’ This is in fact a lie.” False, 
though this one toes the line. This is a 
pitch that someone, usually new, 
might use to distance themselves from 
the transaction. It is not the norm, not 
what is taught and gets corrected once 
observed. The information in this 
pitch is true but phrasing it in third 
person makes it sound like the money 
is going to a third party, instead of that 
member of the homeless community, 
who is speaking. 

“These individuals are pocketing 
100% of all monies collected.” True. 
That is how Groundcover works. 
Groundcover vendors purchase the 
newspapers they sell at a wholesale 
price and re-sell them on the street to 
customers, keeping the revenue they 
make, including tips. The money ven- 
dors receive on the street is the 


vendor’s income, as selling the news- 
paper is the job. 

“Some of these individuals are 
making over a thousand dollars a 
day...” False. Many community mem- 
bers are very generous, and some- 
times, vendors are surprised with a 
larger gift that exceeds what someone 
might consider just a tip. But, those 
gifts are few and far between and cer- 
tainly not enough to warrant the daily 
take-home pay to be anywhere near 
$1,000 a day. 

“.. via cash another torrent [sic] 
Venmo sales and cash app or square 
sales which go directly to their personal 
bank accounts.” True. Groundcover 
vendors are encouraged to use per- 
sonal accounts to accept cashless pay- 
ments from customers. This is 
something we pushed during the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and con- 
tinued ever since. It has truly been a 
successful, safe and easy way to facil- 
itate the exchange. Unless a vendor 
uses the Groundcover Venmo account, 
the money goes directly to them. Ifa 
vendor uses the Groundcover Venmo 
account, the money goes directly to 
them as cash on a weekly basis. 

“The people running ground cover 
know of these but continue to support 
this behavior because these fraudsters 
are keeping their organization valid 
and afloat.” False. Behavior that devi- 
ates from the Vendor Code of Conduct 
puts Groundcover News, and there- 
fore, other current and future vendors’ 
employment/income at risk. We have 
a standardized violation policy that 
we act upon if we witness an incident 
or can validate a reported infraction. 

“Most of these homeless vendors are 
making anywhere from 5 to 10000 a 
week.” False — for now. Some 
Groundcover vendors sell the paper to 
fill in gaps in their income, selling only 
one or two times a week, and some 


consider selling Groundcover a full- 
time job. To make $10,000 selling the 
regular $2 paper (that vendors profit 
$1.50 off of) would take selling 15,000 
newspapers in a week. On average, all 
35-45 active vendors sell 1700-2200 
newspapers every two weeks. If, in the 
future, the newspaper is in such high 
demand that one vendor can make 
$10,000, we would celebrate, not 
shame them. Groundcover News 
values economic autonomy. 

“This terrible theft needs to stop 
immediately. The organization is steal- 
ing from the innocent. Please look into 
this immediately and stop this crime.” 
Homelessness and poverty are already 
highly criminalized identities. Selling 
Groundcover is legitimate work and 
exists because so many other informal 
employment opportunities are 
criminalized. 

I do not write this in blind defense 
of every Groundcover vendor, and 
every Groundcover News transaction, 
or interaction. Even though I wish 
there was, there is no guarantee that 
every interaction purchasing Ground- 
cover will be a positive one — people 
have bad days, might be stressed, 
traumatized from the experience of 
being unsheltered, or just from being 
a human in this world. I know many 
complaints are valid. We welcome 
them, especially in view of the earlier 
point: holding vendors accountable is 
necessary to ensure that Groundcover 
vendors can keep doing what they’re 
doing. 

I write this to shine light on the 
many misconceptions that commu- 
nity members have about our news- 
paper, and our workplace. I want to 
recognize that the experience of sell- 
ing Groundcover means going up 
against the guilt, fear and/or hatred 
people have towards another person 
asking them for money. 


About a year ago now, Mary and 
Max Wisgerhof, office volunteers, 
shared with me an essay from the 
Atlantic by James Parker entitled, “An 
Ode to Giving People Money.’ It is a 


short, profound narration of some- 
one’s experience when asked to give 
money. 

Its concluding paragraphs: “Here’s 
my tip: If you’re temperamentally 
indisposed, keep your money. A 
penny given a poor man 'grudgingly,' 
wrote the French Catholic mystic 
Léon Bloy, 'pierces the poor man’s 
hand, falls, pierces the earth, bores 
holes in suns, crosses the firmament 
and compromises the universe.’ So 
don’t do that. 

“But if you are inclined to give, then 
give wholeheartedly. Not for charity, 
not for empathy, not for any groaning 
abstraction, but that the divine econ- 
omy of giving might circulate through 
you unobstructed. Through your 
glands and through your veins. The 
person before you needs money, and 
you need to give it. Unplug the well- 
spring of life, and hand it over.’ 

The entire essay can be found at: 
www.theatlantic.com/magazine/ 
archive/2022/04/an-ode-to- 
giving-people-money/622835/ 

This week is Vendor Appreciation 
Week. Recognize this paper not as a 
prop for asking someone for money, 
but as a unique and valuable asset in 
our community. Recognize the act of 
selling Groundcover not as a crime, 
but as a service to the community. 

Thank your vendor for distributing 
a newspaper filled with solu- 
tions-based journalism, community 
voices, puzzles, recipes, stories and a 
chance to communicate. Look to the 
back page to see ways to go above and 
beyond in this celebration. 

Thanks for buying — and reading — 
Groundcover News. 
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untitled billy hill writer 
there are times in individuals’ lives 
where things make sense. a certain 
familiar sense of simplicity, we allow 
ourselves to return with from time to 
time — where the truth speaks with us. 
when we collect ourselves we can 
begin to notice how things are, beyond 
howwe think about life. when we with- 
draw from fleeting thoughts and silly 
identifications, and move into our pur- 
pose — the soul of our being — and 
connect with our inner person — the 
voice of wisdom in life — we remem- 
ber who we are and where our life’s 
work has been this entire time, still. 
in the bigger picture, the small 
details of existence appear self-evi- 
dent. like all those options we just real- 
ized were always here, in this very 
moment. it has been stated that most 
of human psychology is a dance of 
relating self to others as a strategy of 
self organization. as one wonders 
about what is beyond the borders of 
the known, eventually a clear picture 
emerges within the same truth we are. 
plato’s cave analogy, the story of cap- 
tives who, restrained in a cave to near 
complete darkness and oblivion, save 
through the shifting glimmer of a par- 
tial ray of sunlight that casts semi sil- 
houettes of the hostages themselves. 
from the point of view dependent on 
desperate grasping at truth, the same 
truth in the described scenario; 


displaced circumstantially, the cave 
dwellers assume that their relative 
awareness is all there is in existence in 
the universe (a so-called optical illu- 
sion of the self). plato further illus- 
trates, through this tale, with the 
additional twist of philosophy: if one 
of the cave’s victims of fate were to 
manage an escape and release from 
their indentured servitude to the 
ignore-ance of wholeness in the cave’s 
obscurity and set free to learn the 
greater world they are a part of, their 
past ignoring the rest of life would 
become irrelevant. the freed individ- 
ual would take their place in the 
greater life they are part of, in direct 
sunlight for the first time to see the 
world first person. if, plato continues, 
the free person were to, after exploring 
their world, return to the cave to report 
to the others of the greater existence of 
life they'd been deprived of, the cap- 
tives would disbelieve, perhaps ridi- 
cule and probably resent the 
messenger due to their condition. 
through which the messenger must be 
forced to the solitary return, to beyond 
the cave. 

modern day life has inspired a new 
lens to add to the allegory of the cave: 
plato’s cell phone. that nowadays a lot 
of folks forget to look past the screen 
on their palm to see to the rest of the 
world they seek to know. the antidote 
to the situation is an old one; empower 


ourselves to enjoy where we are 
whether thick or thin. the way things 
are in this moment is what our lives are 
like, actually. being able to find our 
balance with the universe as it 


happens is how growth teaches us who 
we are. to be able to enjoy ourselves 
both is an asset and an ability and the 
enthusiasm is contagious. it brings us 
back to ourselves. 


WHEN | WAS A 
KID | HAD MY 
PHONE NUMBER 

\. MEMORIZED. 


ME TOO! AND ALL MY 
FRIENDS’ NUMBERS! 
IS TECH MAKING US 

STUPID? 


SummerWorks 


RECRUITING EMPLOYERS 
AND MENTORS NOW! 


Deadline for employer application: March 19th 


Washtenaw County Summer Youth Employment Program 


APPLICATIONS FOR YOUNG 


Invest in Future Leaders. 
Connect with the Next Generation. 


e Grow the future workforce 
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1\;9 5 38 7 6 2 4 Se ote SSS : sites Sa ulate needs 
i M A wis F N = 
7 4 2Bblem\9 P= iT ol] AMMO] Pl ul sHPul nt el of i] | SummerWorks is a 10-week, paid summer professional © Bring fresh eyes and energy to your organization this summer 
24 25 26 . e l t H it 
«| ef ylcl rR} 1] PRs] El El | development, employment, and mentorship program for young nvest in our community 
|6|/3 SA ei2Z)5\1|7 al yl EMM’s| el sl tl rlolnl’o| adults in Washtenaw County (ages 16-24). © Being a part of SummerWorks positively contributes to the 
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© Build essential job and leadership skills and long-term goals 


"SummerWorks helped me to gain e Give a Career Talk 


Math puzzle solutions: 


a se to jobs that | otherwi Idn't 
1. 52 years old. The year of his birth was 1936 = 44 x 44. What are you signing neo lovsyoned eo pee ‘ © Build awareness for your field and organization with a one hour 
2. Since the first man doesn’t know, he can’t see two white hats (otherwise he up for? - Chinedum Wejinya virtual presentation 


SummerWorks Young Adult 


would know his hat is black), so the other two can conclude that their hats are 
white and black or black and black. If the second man saw white, he would 
conclude that his hat must be black. Thus, the third man knows that his hat is 
black. 


120 E. Washington St. Ann Arbor, MI 
734-327-9239 


¢ You may be selected for a PAID Summer 
Internship, which means 
© Working 10 weeks, 20 hours a week from 
June through August VERSE OF 


For more information, including how to apply: 


GQ SummerWorks.info Dm 


A micttican mail@summerworks.info 
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Vegan butternut squash = ------------- 
chili 1 BECOME A GROUNDGOVER NEWS VENDOR | 


¢Make money on your first day 
¢ Choose your own schedule_, 


ELIZABETH BAUMAN 
Groundcover contributor 


ao a 
SAS 


~ 


Ingredients: 

1 red onion, diced 

2 cups vegetable stock 
2 cloves of garlic 


¢ Join a Supportive community ¢ 
Get started this week for FREE 


1 green pepper, diced NEW VENDOR 
2% to 3 cups cubed butternut squash ORIENTATIONS ARE EVERY Willem St 


28 oz can diced tomatoes 

1 1/2 cups canned black beans 

1 1/2 cups canned kidney beans 

1 tablespoon chili powder, more or 
less to your preference 

4 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
Cilantro, chopped 


TUESDAY AND THURSDAY, 
10 AM 
@ THE GCN OFFICE. 
Trainings take 90 minutes. 
New vendors will get a temporary badge and 
10 free papers to start. mento ethicnem United Church of Chist 
(423 S 4th Ave, downtown Ann Arbor) 
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Directions: 

Sauté onions in % cup of vegetable 
stock or water for 3-5 minutes, then 
add garlic and sauté for an additional 
minute. Add the green pepper and 
sauté for 3 minutes. Add butternut 
squash and sauté for an additional 5 


eerren are FIRST BAPTIST 


etable stock and bring to a boil. Cover es) CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 


and simmer for 20-25 minutes. Finally, 
add the beans and spices and cook for 


an additional 5 minutes. Serve topped We seek LO... 
with cilantro. f llow Jesus 
O 
respect all people 
qe CONQUER honor questions 
“o7 -™= COLD 
AN be real 


Nurture community 


Sunday @10a_ 517 E. Washington Street foca2.org 
Open to all. Closed to none. 


ANY PURCHASE OF 
$15 OR MORE 


. One coupon per transaction. Must present coupon at the time of 
. % 
ry] PEOPLE S FO OD CO-OP purchase. Coupon good for in-store only. No other discounts or coop 
L, NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI cards apply. Not valid for gift cards, case purchases, beer or wine. 
t 


216 N. FOURTH AVENUE ANN ARBOR, MI PyRIRES 
PHONE (734) 994 - 9174 « PEOPLESFOOD.COOP a 2/28/2023 


The getDowntown Program provides commuting programs and services to 
downtown Ann Arbor employees and employers. A program of TheRide, 
getDowntowrn's partners include the City of Ann Arbor and the Ann Arbor DDA. 


